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FOREIGN TRADE:

The study of the commercial activities of the
merchant communities involves analysis of commodities and
the merchant groups which were engaged in foreign trade.
Since the Portuguese played a very important role in the
foreign trade of the period, it is necessary to briefly state
their contributions. It appears that trading centres in Bellary,
Anantapur, Chittoor, Cuddapah and Kurnool had maintained
contacts with the Portuguese merchants, Rayaiaseema
certainly produced articles for international commerce. For
example, Diamond mines existed in the region. The foreign
travellers-cum-traders like Tavemier, the French traveller,
visited the Diamond mine at Ramallakota during the early
decades of the seventeenth century.67 The commodities
required for foreign trade were exported to the capital,
Vijayanagara for onward transit.63 But there were Telugu
merchants who used to import valuable articles from very
distant countries-both by land and sea. Avachi Thippayya
Setti of Simhavikrama Patnam imported Camphor plates
from Punjab, Gold from Jalanogi, Elephants from' Ceylon,
Musks from Chotange, and fine silk from China for supplying
them to the Kings like Harihara and Gajapathy.69

The evidence noted above clearty indicates that
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